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X §iara*y, II <^w* A. II. f 

The introductory Sermon «« preached by Rer. J. Jf. D. Rssnox from 
II Peter, 2 Chapter, 0th verse, 

2* o'clock, P.*. 

The Delegates met in the .Baptist Chnrch and the Association was ten - 
porarily organised by calliog Rev. K. T. Smyth, to the Chair, and requesting 
Jko. W. Bishop, to act as Clerk. 

The letters of the Churches were read by Brethren Ajbner Williams and 
J. H. Joins* and the names of the Delegates enrolled as follows: * 

Talladeoa, — Rev. O. Weleh, S. Morris, James Mallory. 

Refuge* — Rev. Wm. McCain, John N. Sims, James S. Meadows.* 
#s Coosa Vallet, — Rev. Jesse A Collins,* Paul Cafltleberry, S. KUgora, 

-Mr. fcoir,~B. M. Fluker, H. & Darby,* W. B, Gowan.* 

Kymulga, — T. S. Morrison, Charles Golcough. 

Hbpszibah,— Royal Allen,* S. Florence, F. M. Alleo.* 
? ';< Big Spbino,-— R. J. Conner. j j», 

Oxford,— Rev. E. T. Smyth, Rev. Jas Woodruff, Rev. A. M. Spaldmg. 

Pleasant Grove,— Wilev Ogietree, J. K. Elliott, J. B. Wood** 

Spriwo Creek,— W. E. Posey, W. W, K;dd.* ^ 

Talladega Town,— Rev. J. J. D. Senf roe, Joo Henderson,* W^% Stone, 

J. H. Joiner, (Alt) 

Sa^em,— Rev. Wm. C. Mynatt, Joo B. Mynatt, Wok M. Richey. 

Macedonia, — B. C. Wallace, J, Mandine, J. H. Posey, J. H. Martin. 

New Hops, -Rev. M. Hundrix, Rev. James K. Holt, E. Truss. 

Cou> WAT»nv--BvW. Mattisoo, B* Mnrphe>, R. Hoghey. 

A>TiocH,-iR^v.S.G. Jenkins, Jo^iab Hawkins, F. W. Smith. *' 

Tallassabatchie,— T. L. Pope, 8. B. Glazner, Abuer Williams. 

Mt» Sharon,— M. H. Favor. R. J. Thomas, Wm. B. Harnett. •$% r> 

Ft. WiluIams.— D. D. Oden,* Dan'l WaHi*, Thomas Goodman * 

Bum Eye,— T. JL Barns,* A. Si Acker, James Erobry,* W. Trass. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ * ■ 

The Association was permanently organized by the election of Rev. J. J. 
D. Renfroe, Moderator; J no W. Bishop, Clerk; and Jas K. Elliott, Treasurer. 

Tbe Moderator (renounced the body ready for business. 

Mt. Zion Church of Carboun county was received into the membership of 
this Association? 

Ministering Brethren invited to seats. 

Rev. W. H. McIntosh, President of the Board of Domestic Missions, Ma- 
rion, Ala., and Rev. A. T. Spalding, representing the agent of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, were invited to seats in. their oiRciaj capacities. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Canaan Association. V 
~ liltng Spring Association, 
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TaHaaaahatobie Aa#ociati<>n wm represented by J. "vT. Whitmidks; and 
Cry A*ooia%^bf Jtor, V^ T. J?av.is and 0. B. Jwkibs* 

Stale CfEffijfotoJfX q.jL&**ot, with copies of imputes. 
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Pmching: RevE TSmytb, Rev Jaa Woodruff, lames 

Stone, Wm M Ru-fee;. i^fe ,, . 

Businevc Rev Wm Mc£ain, ftwSG Jenkins, B W Mattiaon. 
Finance: J K Elliott, J W Wbatley, 8 B Glaaenai. 
Documents: Re* O Welch;, BerET Smyth, W &$**«£. 
Adjourned *ntil$i o'clock, A- M. Monday. 
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Si o t eToci the Pulpit of the Baptist Church was occupied by^ Rev 
ton: 11 o'clock by Rev W. H. McIntosh; 2| Pjltf by Rev A 1 




*i — >30 

rch WM «fti^-ty-~ft«rt>fciva» 
W*lob; 11 o'clock by Rev W. H. McIntosu; 1 *| P 5 M" by Rev ATSpal- 
»ix<r, and 7i P M by Rev Wm "AJcCai*. .i 

At tbe hour of it the Pulpit of the Methodist Church was 'Occupied by 
Rev JnoB Mzkatt, »ud2 PMl>y Rev Paci Casm.eb*rrt; each for the 
benifitofthe Colored People. 

* ( n< rtofeoell OttL &a ) u*& XI , v MONDAYv Ittb. 

The Asaociation met at 8$ A M. Prayer by Bev M Hwjdkix. 
Proceeediib read and af»p*>ved. - >.«41— t**MJ 

- : ' RETURNED CORRESPONDENCE. W * 

Ten Ts&mrf A*ocm**n: BevVaol Castleberrv, Rev M Hendrix, Rev J 
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.^..iL .»J 



J D Renfroe, Rev WA ifcCain^ 

^ fi .Tonttna Joftiah ITawkilifl. P-. 
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Cafy ^«*oeisrt»on: Rev SGtfflnkina, Joaiah Hawfc&w. 

Boiling Spring Association: Rev*S G Jenkins, ETSwytb,* PW Smith. 

£/J»y Association! Rev Paul Castkberry.'CiRCcoae, W E Posey, ar, 

Rev R Holt, Rev M HendKx. 

Canaan Association: Rev J A CnliWW. W EidoV 

Tallassahatchie Association: Rev ^-J-D Renfroe,, Rev E T Smyth, T Turk. 

State Contention: Rev J J D ttoafroe, D*n'l Walkac*, Rev S G Jenkins, 
Rev ET Smyth, C 6 Samuel, W 8 Chapman, James. 
(Headen, Jno W B shop, Abner^WilliWms, Rev W C 
Mynatt, Rev A M Spalding, Rev Wm McCain, J H 

<gk Joiner. 

aun * • dfaafer-s o) h<'.i/ai a. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
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On Bible: 

'tin Foreign Missions'. 



Reeeived and adopted. (Append!* «A") '• 

7 ., Missions: Received and adapted. (Appendix **B") 

On Sabbath Schools: Receiv#}0>d. adopted. ■ (Appendix "C") 
-The hour of 11 having arrived, the association adjourned for Publio 
Worabip Sermon by Rev A M Spalding. At the conclusion o/ (he sermon 
Rev A T SPALPtto addressed the Congregation on the^jecfeof Foreign 
Missions, ■ 
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Tke Association met* Plfci$%*^fi c i<k 8tL »»» BRT - 

RfiPOBTS OP COMMITTEES, (continned;) 

On Documents: Received and adopted. (Appendix M D"') 

On Domestic Missions: Wd and4dopted with an amendment. (App £) 

On Colored Membership: deceived and adopted. (Appendix "F)' ' 

On Finance: Received and -adopted. (Appendix **G H ) * 

Treasurer's Report: • Ba*iv«* arid adopted. (Apnpdix «'H") 
, Rev A M srAunvfQ wes^elected to prea h the Introductory Sermon at the 
meetiogof *he Association: in~lM7; R«w 3 T Sm«m, Alternate., 

J*o W Bishop to prepare the CircuKr Letter; J J DRaNrxoE. AlteroaU* . 

Talladega Town Church was selected as the place of holding the next 
session of the Association. 

Committees to report at next session: 

Sabbath School*: J ^Joiner, Jas Woodruff, D Patterson. 

Bible Cause: J B ifynajtt. Rev S G Jeokiaa, Rev M HeodrU. 

Domestic Missions: Hfr E TSmytb, Jas Mlltory , Warren Truss. 

Foreign Missions: T Revs AM* Spalding, WG Mynatt, S G Jenkins. 

Education'. Jno W Bishop, C G Samuel, W S Chapman. 
j# ^-Temperance: Re* 6 Welch, D Wallace, W R Stone. 

Coidred People: Rev J A Collms, W W Kid^, Jas Headen. 

On motion Abner of Williams the following resolution w»e adopted: 

Resolved, That the minute fund be cocsoli dated and if not sufficient to 
pay for printing the minutes of 186* and 1866; then print the minutes of 
1866, together with- a synopsis of the minutes of 1864 oa the first page. 

The following resolution was submitted by Rev J J D Reneroe: 
Resolved, That we are gratified to learn that the Howard College is again 
open for the reception of stodenU under an eflJcient Faculty and that we re% 
commend it to the patronage of the Public. Adopted. 

Preamble and reaolntion proposed by Abner Williams: 

Whereas, A sound, enlightened christian literature is necessary to the 
paoper development, of christian graces; and an efficient auxiliary in elevating 
«ad promoting a high standard of morals; Therefor* be it Resolved: ■ a* 

That we regard the " Christian Index & South Western Baptist? published 
at Atlanta; and the "Religious Herald" at Richmond; as eminently worthy 
the confidence and liberal support of our denomination and recommend our 
Brethren to extend to. them a cordial and generous i>a*ronage. 

On motion of tfro A Williams it was Resolve", That the thanks of this 
Association are due to the Brethren and Sisters of Oxford Baptist Church; as 
well as to the citizens of thn town and vicinity, for their kindnesses and hospi- 
tal $y; and also to our Methodist and Presbyterian Brethren for the tender 
and use of their Churches. 

It was agreed to pa/ the&Usrk Twenty Dollars for his services; and he 
was authorized to daaw on the Treasurer for the baUance ot the minute fond 
for printing the minutes. 

On motion adjourned to, moe^VtlaJJadega on • 1867. 

Prayer by Rev J E Bolt. .. . 

J. J.'IX. RJByFROF, 

JNO. W. BISHOP, yA -1-, Moderator. , 

Clerk,, * 
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Also 



..leo rjH^otedby the foilowii 



by the following delegation: Rev. P. S. Morroomcitr, 

Tallassabatcbie Association was represented by J. W. Whotsidm;- and 
Cary Association by Rev WV T. l?AVia and G. B. Jkkkibs. 

^C^>tk)o f ^;Be/ J, X ttJtnraoa, witb copies of miuntes. 
f The* foiloWj^oainaitteee were announced: &*&& 

PtfcMng: Rev E T Smyth, Rev Jas Woodruft, ' James Mattory', W R; 



3tone r Wm M Ri<b*y. 
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J5m*»««*.- Rev Wm McCain, Rav S G Jenkins, B W Mattison 
Finance; J K Elliott, J W Wbatley, S B Glaaener. 
Document*: Rja» O Welch, B»rET Smyth, W RSw»e. 
Adjourned iintfl^otehwk, A. M. Monday. 

jU V SABBATH, 

^o^foctthe I*u1pit oftheBaptist Church was. 



RejrOfcfvw* 
Wkloh; 11 o'clock oy'Rev W. H. tocIfrTOBH- 1 2J P'M.~ *y Rev A TSfal- 
mn«; and 7| P M by Rev Wm VJcCais. 

At tbe honr of it the Pulpit of the Methodist Church was occupied by 
Rev Jno BMkhatt, and.2 P M by Rev Paul Casti.kb*r*t; ««h for the 
bentfit of the Colored People. 

ft , . I .3 ., ?■•. 

Jp^- I*?* ■*,««>•■ •I.o.'. - MOKDAXv'iSrih. 

The Association met at 8}AE Prayer by Rev M Handrix. 
Proceeedimrs read and approved, w -' 

' • - RBtimNED CORRESPGNDBNOE. *.' * 

Ten Island Association: Rev Paul Castleberrv, Rev M Hendrix, Rev J 

J D Reirfrce, Rev Wr& McCain* * 

l Cary Association: Rev SGiJebkin^ Josiah Hawkfes. •-. 

^otZtn^ <S>rtf^» Association: Revs S G Jenkins, K T8myth,«fc P W Smith. 
£Af% Association; Rev Paul Castteberry. C R C^oea, . W £ Poiey, sr» 

Rev R Holt, Rev If Hendrix. »V7 .t t 

Gmta&n Association: Rey J A ChUfc^W- W KioU. 
Tallassahatchie Association: Rev J J-D Renfroe,, Rev E T Smyth, TTnrk* 
State Convention: Rev J J D l>nftoe, Dan'i Wallace. Rev S G Jenkins, 
t ' Rev E T Smyth, C G Samuel, W S Chapman, James 

Headen, Jno W B shop, Abner^WHUams, Re%» W C 
Mynatt, Rev A M Spalding, Rev Wm ftlcCaia, J H 
m Joiner. 
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0RT3 OF COMMITTEES. 

On Bible: Reeeived and adopted. (Appendix *A") 
*0n Foreign Missionr. Received and adapted. (Appendix U B") • 

On Sabbath Schools: Received and adopted. (Appendix "C") 
The hour of 11 having arrived, the association adjourned for Public 
Worship Sermon by Rev A M Spalding. At the conclusion of the sermon 
Rev A T Spalping addressed the Congregation on the aubject of Foreign 
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Tke Association mot. 
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ASTLXBERRY. 






(continued .) 

On Documents: Received and adopted. (Appendix M D'') 
On Domestic Missions: Re/d ancMidopted with au amendment. (App £) 
On Colored Membership: ^Received and adopted. (Appendix "F)' ' 
On Finance: Received and adopted. (Appendix U G") * 

Treasurer's Report: . Re^elvccf arid adopted. (Appewlix «'H") 
Rev A M ^paldino wss^etected to prea -h tbe Introductory Sermon" at the 
Meeting? of the Association in 1 A6 7 ; Khv E T Sm vth, Alter* ate . 

Jteo W Biseop to prepare the Circuhr Letter; i J DRxNrAOx.AlteroaU*. 
Talladega Town Church was selected as the, place of holding tbe next 
session of the Association. 

Committees to teport at nefct session: 
Sabbath Schools: J R/oiner, Jaa Woodruff, D Patterson. 
Bible Cause: J B iiynatt, Rev S G Jenkins, Rev M Hendrix. 
Domestic Missions: Bev E T Smyth, Jas MMiorv, Warren Truss. 
Foreign Mission*: Revs A M Spalding, W C Mynatt, 8 G Jenkins. 
Sducatiom Jno W Bishop, C G Samuel. W S Chapman. 
. Temperance: Rend Welch, D Wallace, W R Stone. 
CoUtred PeopU: Rev J A Colics, W W Kid<J, Jas Headen, 
On motion AIsrb ot' Williams tbe following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, That (he ininuie fund be consolidated and if not sufficient to 
pay for printing the minutes of 1864 and 1866; then print the minutes of 
1866, together witba synopsis of the minutes of 1864 on the first page. 
i /The following resolution w«s submitted by Rev J J D Reneroe: 
Resolved, That we are gratified to learn that tbe Howard College is again 
open for the reception of students under an e&V.ient Faculty and that we re» 
commend it to the patronage of the Public. Adonted. 

Preamble and resolution proposed by Abner Williams: 
Whereas, A sound, enlightened christian literature is necessary to th e- 
paoper development of christian graces; and an efficient auxiliary in elevating 
and promoting a high standard of morals; Therefore be it Resolved: 

That we regard the " Christian Index & South Western Baptist" published 
at Atianta; and the u Religious Herald," at Richmond; as eminently wortny 
th* confidence and liberal support of our denomination and reoorh mend our 
. Brethren to, extend to them a cordial and generous na'ronage. 

On motion of B*ro A Williams it was Resolve*, That tbe thanks of this 
Association are due to the Brethren and Slaters of Oxford Baptist Church; as 
veil as to the citizens of tbi town and vicinity, for their kindnesses and hospi- 
tality; and also to our Methodist and Presbyterian Brethren for the lender 
and use of their Churches. 

It was agreed to pay the Clerk Twenty Dollars for his services; and he 
as authorized to daaw on the Treasurer for the baUance. of the minute fond 
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r printing tbe minutes. 

On motion adjourned to me^t it Talladega on* 
Prayer by Rev J E Holt. 

I Jr. 

JNO. W. BISHOP, 

j N ><■' > Clerk, 4 
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j:X>. RENFROE, 

Moderator* 
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THE BIBLE. 
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Your committee tfibmrUhe following: report hi relation to the Bible, as 
>e bave it rn Kiog James* verson. Christians understand ft to be tbe wwd of 
the Lord as communicated by inspired men. TbeBibW: God's blessed Book. 
-His Revelation to man long, long since* Indeed, the venerable antiquity and 
wonderful preservation of the books contained in the Bible is astonishing to 
us all. , Some of which are far the most Ancient in th* world. The inducri- 
bable simplicity, and subHrnitt of their power audVwAsdom still attract tbe very 
worldly man's attention. Tl% carry with them S oh character* of truth and 
command the respect of every unprejudiced mind.' > Tfeey open tile mystery 
of creation; the nature of GodV Anjjela and m«rr*. thN^itmnortafity of the soul; 
the end for which wo were made; tbe vanity of this <world and the Glory of 
the next. In the Bible we see inspired shepherds, tradesman and fishermen, 
surpassing the greatest Philosophers in the meekness, and wisdom, and sub* 
UmJiv of their doctrine. . Tb*re we admire tbe purest morality in the world,; 
there we discovers vein of Bolesiastical History Theological truth running 
through a collection of sixty six different books, writteu by various authors in 
different rangunges, during a space of above fifteen hundred years. And no 
discord. la the Bible we find the streams of spiritual 'knowledge there the 
workings of the human heart is described in a manner that demonstrates the 
Inspiration of the searcher of heaits; there' 4 we have a special and particular 
account of all our spiritual maladies, with their various symptoms mid the 
method of a certain cure; a cure witnessed by departed saints, an*l is now en- 
joyed by thousands of -good menj who would account it an honor to seal the 
truth" of the scriptures with their own blood; therewe meet with the noblest 
strains of penitential devotion, adapted to the various states of all travelers in 
Zion. When the Bible is faithfully opened by God's Ministers, and applied 
by His Spin r > it wounds and heals; kills and makes alive; alarms the care« 
ie*s; directs the lost; supports the tempted; strengthens the weak; ©omforte 
mourners; and nourishes pious souk. It is very remarkable the more hum- 
ble and Holy people are, the more "they read, admire, and valae the Bible. 
Audori the contrary; the more selfvconceited, word ly ••mi ruled and wicked, the 
more they neglect the Bible. Shall** be ofths latter claw? Tbe practice 
reading the scriptures is recommended in the New Testament particularly, 
is remarkable that Jes^s began Iris public ministry by reading a portion of 
scripture, oat of tbe Book of the Prophet Isaiah Lak#4, 15 to 1». Paui 
tells Timothy to give attendance to reading: to exhortation; to doctrine. No 
subject or theme, that can be grasped %y thai mind ot man, has, or can afford 
more pleasure and real joy than an examination of the word of God. And 
shall we neglect it f Let it be remembered thataH we know ot Gospel r-alvation 
is, through the word, and that all j*t,mighty elements are iu $be Revelation 
that God has given/and by His Spirit, tendered the means of Redemption to 
man. It u ih* Heavenly sked. God's word will not return to Him void, 
.but shall prosper, and accomplish the end wbereunto He sends it. Hjw low 



Jf 






9m 



Hal* 




. 



i/ i 



t\i 



sunk and degraded a people sbooM we bare been but fatr-tyfat word of God. 
And ahull we neglect It ? Wo are required to "Search the Scriptures." Tbey 
ikW^i**6mWmk<*to we are slow to beHere. 

Tire Bible assures ns of an eternal tta'e, andrJffeiaus eternal life in that 
state; ft fcontains the chart that describes it; and the charter that con vers itf 
direction in the waythat leads to h; and the foundation or: which the hope 
oFHw bftilt We most eeardh the Bible for Christ as thejiew and living way 
t'.»at leads to this end; we should search tba Biblelto i* in b«pe of eternal life 
bjrthat search, because it testifies ot Jesns our best friend. Chn*>t is a tre.isara 
hid in the scriptures. Tb* Bible class* is a most excellent way f aetfteh and 
make the scriptures inbreasive. The Bible lead and bodied by.otfr people 
and denomination *oufd bring the preachers to strict and correct quotations. 
There is a clasAhat has ever been our persecutors. It is clear from present 
signs, that if we do not honor God's word and search It, it may make inroad* 
among us and corrupj;our pure Gosepl, andpersecute us, asformeriT, to death. 
Onr principles have e?er%abje*t*d their votaries to Catholic, slaughter, where 
theyjjoold supportjb ef&iroei domination. The BiHe read and studied bv onr 
denomination, andjtlPSftd of that Bible are our only sure defence; it furnishes 
our people wiib tbe Heavenly armor, defensive and^ggressive, to* conquer our 

Id. If a convert on our 
e ptblicly and privately* 



spiritual foe*, and subdue to Jesns a ret>eu»an< 
anxioua seats asks what denoraintion tJiey sbalrj 
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advise and admonith thero to rwad G^d's word and that only. Upon such a 
spiritually honest and prayc-fbl examination we lave no fears of the resnlt. 
For verily, (if we are not mistaken) the Baptist will, in Grid's strength take the 
wwrld in captivity to Christ by His Word. Jesns and His Apostle* pointed 
out th* course we should pursue in that precious Book. We are ft. How i«g 
His footateps in company wjth His Disciples. We have thus saith tbeLoTd 
for our actions; other denominations have not. • S. G^ J. 
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Your eommittee to whom was referred tbe subjact of Foreign Missions: 
report as follows: . ■ 

More than balfof onr fellow men are.destitute of the Word of Life; Jthey 
ate scarcely aware that there is such a Book as the«Bible. ; f course they are 
ignorant of its content a. 

A still larger proportion of our race are without a preached. Gospel! And 
yet thiai* the means wbieh^God ha* ordained* (and Christ commanded) for. 
the salvation of believer*. It pleated God by> the foolishness o/ preaching to 
save those that believe. II is as trnly-ttie appointment of God, as Baptism or* 
the Lord's Supper. We should view it m the light of a divine ordinance. 

We are not, therefore, wa#anteJ by scriptote in expecting the salvation 
of the people withbut preaching. Trjicfevery .one . that call* on ihevanu of 
the Lord has the promise ofsalvatnfh, but they cannot call on Him without 
faith and they cannot have faith without hearing, nor hearing without preaeli- 
'ing. It follows from this that preaching is essential to ihe saivati-m of the 
people. Noav,\he grand object of Foreign Missions r* to send preachers try 
the end« of the eartb, apd thi»' noble design is fcthkiogry harmonious with 
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the Word of God and with the inspulasa of the flini)*6.ifo«fc 

How shall they preach except they bo sent! Jforsign MwHons, therefore k 
are nccessarv, in th* order ot moans, to the evangelising of tWgseatbon. Your 
Committee are gratified* b*k*e,, in being able to report to your, bidy* that the 
Foreign Mission Board at Richmond, Va., whose object is to seal oat and 
support Missionaries in a foreign field, etill exUta^aadcall loudly for your symfl, 
tbies and jjootribntiooa. We hope a lively interest, ia felt in this heuewoleirt 
enterprise by year body; and we cherish the hope that this solicitude will both . 
deepen and widen its inflaences till it. pery ades all hearts and enlists the ener- 
gies- of ail. This enterprise is not only in harmony with a «;bri9»ian sp'irit.but 
is carrying ont the last command, of the Great Head of the Church. ' "Preach 
the Gonpei to every creature" was Bis last command; and this command has all 
the weight of divine authority. Hence, the duty of the Churcbjjto whom this 
* authoritative language was addressed, to send out properly qualified ministers, 
until all nations shall hear, in their,owu tongue, the wonderful* works of God. 

JE. T. SJiyTfl, Chairraaa t 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT, -jk.? 

\ ■ 

"And it came to pass that after three days they found him in the Temple, sit- 
ting in the midst of the Doctors both hearing them and asking them questions."— 
Luke 2, 46. 

It will be observed that they found Jesus in the Temple, possibly in thit depart 
merit where the Doctors of the Law held their schools of instruction or dispt* 
tation.. He was sitting in thn midst ot them, not as a catechumen, but as a mem- 
ber of their school, for instruction. In this conversation, i»e nr.t only evinced 
great wisdom and knowledge, but manifested a desire to increase that wisdom and 
knowledge, aod a readiness to impart whatever information he possessed to oth- 
ers. The Savior here sets an example which it would be weM for all to observe 
and practice, lie was r.ot found among those of his age, who are too frequently 
heedless and indifferent about the acquisition of knowledge. He delighted to he 
•in the company of those from whom he could learn something good. It is a hope- 
ful and promising presage in children to be desirous of obtaining profitable in- 
struction, and it is well pleasing to out Heavenly Father, that the old and middle 
aged should be seatOur to grVe them the wanted information. Dr. Clarke sav*; 
'•it was the habit of the Rabbins to meet statedly in the Temple, to explain the 
law and the ceremonies of the Jewish religion to their disciples. Josephna in- 
forms us that when he was about fourteen years of age, the Chief Priests and 
principle men of the city, were constantly coming to hira^to be more accurately 
instructed in all matters relative to* the Law. So doubt ;1naoV questions were 
asked and answered by these inquirers for the truth, and it is a conceded fact that 
even at this day, there is not^more profitable employment, nor a more efficient 
way'bf imparting or receiving'ofblical instruction™ than by meeting together, 
and have a free and full interchange of opinion with reference Jo the great truths ; 
of toe Bible. I • 1 

It is a historical fact that the knowledge of Christianity and true religion were 
kept op among the Jews by assembling the people together, man,, women, chil- 
dren and strangers, that they might learn and fear the Lord, and observe and do 
all the words o? the law. la fact it was ont of ths commands the leader of Israel 






Sive fce^oplc. D^Ule^'tteprfncipal object had in view was that the chil- 
dren might be instrucfctfiu the *tattites uf the ^reat law giver. 

Tbe preaching of the*w»rd from "the sacred desk is very seldom done in snob 
manner as to suit the capaofty of children; and id't was, it would not be very its- 
strifcfiye to those Who needWmpthing stronger than the mere "milk of the word." 
In order, then, to meet the wanife of all, other modes of Instruction art ***»•»;; 
and it is Very sure the law promulgated by Moses, was ihtedfled^ and <"^*»«d <" 
God to meet the ne-jesaity. ff the law was right then, it should be observe***'^; 
and TV know of n'j means of doing so more efteotaaliy. than by the Sunday School 
systejSwhlch has been adopted and/acted upon by%>me of the Churches. 

But what i« a Sunday School? It is not merely the assembling of children to , 
gether; [for had we a thousand'children congregated in one place, and no one pre-, 
seat competent to instruct them, no good would be accomplished. Moses cora- 
' minded that men, *omen, children and strangers should be gathered together, 
knowi ig as he doubtless did, that in. every community there were some competent 
- to teach, snd it was enjoined upon all to hear, that they might learn and fear the 
Lord our Giod, that they might be enabled to dbserve and do all the words of the 
Law. Every man, woman and child in the realm were included It is therefore, 
as manifestly the duty of the parent to attend Sunday School as it is to send the 
children. D is a well established truth, that iu every Suuday School, where fa- 
thers, Mothers, brothers and Sisters attend regularly, that the work of Gospel en> 
lightenment is rendered comparatively easy. Those who have arrived at the full 
stature of men and women in Christ Jesus, are able to lead the young mind and 
giiVft proper direction. It is, obviously, the doty of every memberofthe Church to 
exercise whatever, gif's God in lis mercy has bestowed upon him for the aocom.* 
plishrhent of good; and as no better plan has y»t been suggested than that presen 
ted by the Sunday School system, for, the universal exercise of such gifts, it should 
be his pleasure to attend pronfptly and regularly, and by the aid of his i ntellectu 
al capacity i nd personal influence endeavor to advance the Redeemer's Kingdom. 

It is one of the beauties of the Sunday SebooJ, that all may be employed. Those 
whp, are pot competent to teach can take a place in a class And listen; and ' we 
tftfhk God that He has been lavish'iu bestewing upon his creatures the capacity 
to singj and nearly every body cane gage in this pleasant and prufHable exercise 
• : i: — but a high duty, to praise G«.-l m 

in'ts heavenward 



—and, by the wsv, it is not only a pleasure, but a high duty, to praise Uo4 in 
ti. __.._."_ • .._■_<_ A J , l. ± — t-^ u-Jr-J™.-Ji the raind of the 



It not only improves, elevates and point 
rat it gives* fervency aadzteal to the criri^ 



song: 

child, 'but it gives fervency' aadafeal to the cliristiSn hearVand softens the tem- 
per and chastens the nature of the impenitent sinner. As remarked by a distin- 
guished Baptist preacher, if there was no^other good resulting from Sunday 
Schools' but ikat of learning children to sing, it would be worthy of all attention- 
It is a praiseworthy fact, that tfte great majority of men in this country are no* 
miserly fn th<r expenditure of means' or effort to educate their children, to render 




pies, with the effort for intellectual culture the knowledge of God and Ste Son Je- 
sus Christ' It lifts the soul to the contemplation of the plan of salvation, in- 
structs in the awful and sublime* truths" >f the Bible, md aims to qualify the eter- 
nal spirit frr the bhsful enjoyments of tbe life to came- Is not the motive suffi- 
cient to call forth the zealous effort of every christian, and indhce the organiza- 

tisn of a Sunday School in every Church*? 

It is tbe duty of every Baptist Church to organize and keep up a^Sonday 
School.- In the great majority of the Churches, preaching is bad only < mce .*• 
month. -*.Tbree Sabbaths are not employed in the public worship God, while per- 
haps; both parents aoffxsbildrtffare alike in neglecting to tead and study the sa* 
ored truths of the Bible. This valuable time ought not to be lost, and would not 
be, if the Churches would' organize themselves into a Sunday School — covenant to-» 
gather to" attend punctually, and be williogto discharge whatever duty - p "- 
»B»bb them-:to further its interests and usefulness. 
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▼ille, Ky ., in which three Sunday Schools were engaged* 

been organized and sustained by that single Church. It , „ . t ^^ ., v ,,„ w Vl 

them was laig* as to number*, but if the neighborhoods were engage- 1 they we*e 
fulfilling their function as well and perhaps better than larger ones in more pops 
lous neighborhoods, towns and cities, where it fs too frequently the ease that oua 
bers of cbildreh are untaught, and, if they would be, competent teachers unini- 

{doyed.* A go »d Sunday School does not consist in uit>re numbers, but in the 
aithtnlness and promptitude with which each member of it discharges his date. 

There is no more pleasing employment than that of S. School exercises. Every 
body loves children — especially good Sunday School children. The Savior loved • 
them— it is therefore, Christ-like to love them. He suffered them to come unto 



him; and shall we not take pleasure in tesching them the truths of the Bible, that 
each one, like Timothy, may from a shlTd know the Holy Scriptures, so that in 
age they may be 'thoroughly furnished unto all good works. * 

It is said however that while Suuday Schools are practicable ip towns and cit- 
ies; they are impracticable in most of the country Chuches, and just here, says 
Rev. B. Manly. Jr. :n discussing this subject, "we are met by the important fact 
that at least four-fifths ot the Baptist Churches are in the country. It may that 
some will deplore this. But I shou d like to fcnow why we are to deplore the fact 
that our strength is where !th« strength of the nation U— that we prevail most 
among those who are characteristically and justly denominated the bone and sin 
«iw of the land— that we have particular and favorable access to those very classes 
vi p. in whom the fate of tbe nation depends. For it is ver* clear that the charac- 
ter of tr« rural population— who are the great majoritv— is the character ot the 
•country I rather rejoice if God has appointed to us, as a denomination, \he beau 
tiful and fertile valleys, with their teeming agricultural population, as the special 
Held of religious influence, in which we are called to operate " • 

»» :_ t. ! Jt_ c..i.j ..>iLu ' 1 - „i. • r _ . 



cities and towns. Let us then, accept "the position, which it seems God in h?s prov 
idence has assigned us, and operate wigh that zeal and energy which will be well 
pleasing in his sight. 

It need not be said that the necessary books cannot be obtained. Every neigh- 
borhood has them. Nothing is absolutely needed but Bibles and hymn books, and 
some small catechisms for young children, and if a half a dozen or a dozen families 
will take the*BiUes and hymn books they now have; meet at a given place every 
Srnday, with the determination not to became weary in well doing, and give and. 
receive instruction .by asking and answering questions touching the Holy Scrip- 
tures, they at once have a Sunday School; and oa» word for it, it will soon become 
one of inUrestand usefulness. 

Although it is a cone .tied fact that tbe Sunday School has proven, by absolute 
trial, to be one of the most efficient agencies tor the spread of tbe Gospel, yet it is 
stated by the very best authority, that not fifteen per oeht of the professed follow 
evs of Christ, are engaged in Sunday School labors; and even here in the Coosa 
ltiver Association, composed of twenty one Churches, there are not more than a 
half dozen Baptist Sunday Schools in existence. Brethren, tfcis ought not to so 
be. LeFthe members oftho Churches ei.gage, with energy in the work, and e** 
crt their intellectual capacity end whatever attractive influences they may pos 
ees> to, buildup and sustain the Sunday School system which has already been 
inaugurated. 




SMYTHE, Chairman, 
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Your coraraitt**<m-d<HHiineita would' respectfully report that tbej havo- 
examined the docHttteote btoa?bi before-Uiera, and' And in the letter froih the 
Bine E^e chttrch, th*t New Hop* church has refused to a lopt the • advice of 

# Association, as recommended in the report on documents last year, hence 
BtoeJSjeViiirch has- wltWdrawirher' fello#ship from the New Hope chmr.-h. 
AlaAelefeorate report wWSftnde by your committee on documents last 
vear.'addeSg those churches what conrte they should pursue, your commit- 
tee feel that nothing ne#0*i!u he reported. £'\ ; 

We would earnestly rcoomefeltn the Blue E/erCb'nrch the recomider* 
ing of their action withdrawing their, fellowship from the Hew Hope church, 
provided the Nfew Ho.) echnrch adopts the above course. Your committee 
would recommend to the Association tho postponement of any action f&r one 
year> with the hope that this matter may be satisfactorily settled. 
Ail of which is respectfully submitted. 

0. WELCH, Chairman- 






REPORT Otf DOMESTIC HUSSIONS. 

mhbz vbod 

ijJid v4* 'noJmk ;o*-»aer 

•'1B>irttibj^ethasbeemso.rBp«atedly and forcibly brought before your hon- 

'^iibte body, from time, to time, in the form-of Keports and Missmary sermons, 
to* be suttkumtto establish, the fact r that it is the duty of Churches to give ev- 
ery aid iu their power to propagate the Gospel.: It ^.therefore,, only to A>e 
eaggesaid in this.iaaorVthat a plaahe u raced*, w&iohyif reoeiye^and actedop- 
oaby the friend* ofMlsato^fc, will. pr&fe a mow sure and subs**Jtiai aeeaas, of 

»*a^n*o«,i audea^e, blessings of Godi this Heavenly work. # " ,, 

' 18% evidently tiwe fro*a the pfcia tbaahiBjraet'ibe Bible, .that there sboujo. 
be no standing still, nxpm of the great responsibilities which are jgpfc resting.. 
npottte as an Association o#<B»ptiatChu»oh«s. Iadeed there w "m Standing 
ml We aft ejthaaretro^radwg or going for^rJ, ia eraBagatfiig. ! Goa$ci 
truth. Good or evil eweck tfcabewftfrrof «v*rjf .motion. 
'-■ It w pwpbsed, an.*© Mr«and sabdfcotial platt, that the Eastland Dea* 

■ *to8 , oftUGhurohes,^wpectively.,begia,,j|indcatry. on the wk «/ raujig 
rtorfet tor Missionary pjMp©§e>yat:*ome. -Shis ide* i^offewd* *ip©Mfe«.-en»- 
positioBttJWtthePai^iaiMiOaaooas oit a-cbarch knfcw better,.tbe moiued- 
cotHUtioaJoftiheiOhiireh- -astd congregation than a stranger traveling, through 

'the conntry;. and* akw, thntitbny knoWvbetter the Ume at^wbich such an object 
shoald be prese*te4.to. th*> people. Since, Vto get money is the - #bja«*o£an< 

' Agent of the .Board, fcaafta* fcifc in a^!bacaus#,jfee people be is yis^hjg. » 
no* prepared to meet treaithttf o»a*wtiP*B <tf duty. Xhatiflw *tf» W»c*» 
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greatly to a success. Let the Churches, then, under this operation, make their 
contributions aod send them to the Aatfciatiou. 

Let prayers in earnest new be offered that the work at once commence. 
Let us reeei»e;iutp our heart* the, spirit exprewed by the Apgetle P^ when 
he wrote to the Charcfy aV Cormtb, ae folipwe: u Now peroral the doing; of it; 
that as there, was a readiness to wi|t m uw« W$ be a performance alio oat 
of that wMch*ahave: *nd Cor. 6*, 4. jn L-i<«.~ ,. 

Are we not willing and ready to, make a sacrifice if necessary, in 
to*etab,lisb and cany p^Jk.hU work, remembering the admonition of faaVi _ 
"He wb>ch soweth sparingly, thai) reajp also sparingly- and he wltfeb, i f>.weth 
bountifully avail reap also bountifully*: Every man according as, be po/rrtoseth 
in his heart, to let him give, upt grudgingly, or o|,nec«*i|?i for God %veth a 
cheerful giraf: 2nd Cor. 9; 6 <& 7. Retwrtfoihr submitted, , . 

« Bv^^ ^ m ' C.^Wi^C^irtnan. 

Resolved, That we lecomraend Pastors supplying Ch grebes in our mi^st 
to preach, at least one© a» yeaj, and that a colleptton ;be then taket» up. 

1)8 viioMBfcK; 




COLORED MEMBERSHIP. 

-^ Your committee who were appointed at the last session to consider our 
relation. <*it§*ilre coWed m AirbtMlf'^ t^r Aur<M a^A««^»Ct that they 
.-do not propose to discuss the subject, but will suggest that this body advise 
the churches to maintain, as far as practicable, the relations that have hitherto- 
existed between our churches and this class of our membership; especially in 
those churches where the colored membership is email, in numbers, they 
should be kindly counseled to cot, tin ne their coaaection with the wh&ts. 
And in all cases where they remain in this connection, we should do what we 
can, constantly with other duties, to have the gospel pleached to thorn, and 
to give tbwro all suitable-instruction and encouragement. In cburchea/where 
their on <bjers are larger, and where they manifest a prudeat desire to separate 
from th whites and establish churches of their own, we think it better not to 
attemsa. to, hinder tbern, hot allow them to go in peace; while we should still 
strive t maintain a good influence over them by aiding them in the woek , of 
orgawt n^ r and giving them instruction in the nature and polity of Baptist 
church. , and thus the better prepare them to keep-up aa independent exis- 
tence; £ d thus, also, perpetuate unity of faith and kindly relatioBs. In such 
«:aee% w would advise them to select pastors from the minsters of. ©or own 
tad on r fueling* and views ought to be such, that tbetninisWr who 
their pastor, will not theteby lose cast among his bretkrjen. 
ne present stale Of illiteracy and dem oraKtation among > the eolored 
-we think onr churohet should license coloted men 
with great caution. Yet, where men of -sound piety and promise 
flnd among lb-no-, we should not hesitate to liouse these, aud in each 
pastors and many of our brethren could and ought to do the good 
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wotfcof teacave* B&tai troth end.itap1ltyinr to them tbMuth of our dwwwl- 
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b«ft«*thebr«U»rM^oflilrcalorintelligeDily. 

^e thifpafcot'aat we should encowsgo tto« colored |*opie w 
affdrU to educate theifrifcing children.* - 

M^SlW^knpe,- if not done, by>, will be done bjro**rt, whose very 

existence among us will be ediou., and whose »«*o«« •»?' £ Pf™** 009 - 
existence »muug J. J. D. R#N$TO& Chairman. 
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our eommitteee on finance beg leave to report cash received 
churches for ttinutes, on* hundred and fifty one dollars 

CoTcntv cents. 

By coilentioa on Sabbath mMsingJorBomestmilissieiis, 
By collection on Monday for Foreign Missions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

v 7 J. K. ELLIOTT, Chairman. 



$151,70 
$52jp5. 
$63,00. 
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easurer, In aacoont with Coosa Kiver Association, Pa. 
ntlf Sept. To cash TecVl of Tmanee Committee; Miante Fnnd, 108,48. 

* Coosa Rivet Association to C. R. CROSS, 

M«6 r — Pec. 8.-- By cash ,»id F. M Allen for Minutes and Clerk's 

Fees......... 
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108,48. 
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mv&cn CLERKS 



■ 8pri»g Craft, 8ke%, 
* Bifr Spring, . 

lit So*, Calboon, 



' fi« «? Wfi. Wright, 

L'nculn, Jttkt A. Hflf 

* Eno^boga, W«J Kei»^7, 

»n*,J8ye, .£$ Acker, 

Alljfaa,..' : JfHJoi^r, 

Talladega, , J g Wood, 

A * j Stfoifia, 

A W^ma, 

KjAlga, T jlfdfri! 

Faj«fc y ilK JN Si 

, Harptnville, * JL A Kidd, 

j.WH TKllbry. 
i)F Weaver, 
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Introductory Sermon whs preached bv Rev - Witftgf oC&ur. 
Pbe AM«»ciatioarw»» organised by the ele.fcifia of Rev Jsms A. Colliks, 
»tdW «4F*f<r«fel£: *^--, CleA. 
tt. 8h«vn Qburcb wm received into the members tip- of the Association . 

BE^OBffS OF COMMErilSES. 

i«»tio ^MtPstoii^ Foreign. |f issions, Bible Ckuse, fiabbwih Scl*; 
Eoacation, Finance, Wemnqgti Ministers; a!so, the Beport Vm 
* Circular Letter were read and adopted . 
Ireland Fifty l>o11»r& were rawed by the Association to < com* 
tut to be r ^pUte(i in fueniury o£ Elder Johoak WiLWAMe; and 
sciipUOTkaAoptedt as weiLas an obitaary which had heei 
S. W.jBaptist which waeiui opted And ordered to be re-printed 
0. MtHArr waa elected to preaoh the Introductory Sermon at 
h^ fte%^«ii|t A. Co^j^ps, Alternate. 
rn>us4M>xm»u >e*a, .pointed & report at the mat session, 
'o »et ^ Spfrug Oeek Church Shelby Couaty on Saturday he- 
»$eft*48«tf 
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